
Casket Critters
Process Book

Brandi Jarrard



Concept
Over the pass 100 years we have lost over half 
of the species that inhabit our Earth thanks to 
human involvement. There have been so many 
interesting creatures that have just disappeared 
without any recognition of their passing. Casket 
Critters wants to memorialize those species and 
teach people about what is happening to the 
innocent creatures and how to help. 



Objective
The important part of Casket Critters is to teach 
parents and children about the extinct animals 
so they are not forgotten, and to help inspire 
them to help stop the problem. If we do not 
stop the destructive habits we have started we 
will wipe out all of the biodiversity on the planet, 
we will suffer as a whole if we do not save even 
the smallest creatures in our environment.



Moodboard
It was necessary to get the feeling of Casket 
Critters correct. This project could have easily 
gone very dark and morbid, which would not 
have the desired effect. Casket Critters is to 
have kids question their parents on where the 
cute animals have gone. We want the kids to be 
upset enough to the point to get their parents 
to help them take action. 
 If the kids are wanting to help the parents 
will inadvertently help out and learn in response 
to them having to teach their children to qualm 
their curiosity and sadness. 
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Studies
I want to create a line of informational and 
thought-provoking toys that make children and 
parents both question what is going on in the 
world. I want them to actively want to learn and 
try to help the environment. The outside of 
the packaging will be normal looking and the 
inside and the actual toy will be more distorted 
for educational purposes. The toy, puzzle, or 
book will be in some form a statement on what 
is happening to the animals in the wild and 
hopefully cause concern to the children and 
parents and cause a reaction.



Thumbnails
While creating my thumbnails I was very interested 
in creating a line of children’s toys that would 
teach children about the extinction crisis. The 
difficulty with that task is trying to teach them 
about something that is no longer tangible.
 Children rely on the tangibility of objects 
to help them learn and process, this would be 
the main focus of how I designed the toys. The 
plaything would be tangible and look normal in 
the beginning or on the packaging but when you 
solved the puzzle or opened the full package 
the main focus would be missing or broken to 
represent what has been happening in nature.



Packaging
Before I began this project I needed to research 
what a package for children’s puzzles normally 
looks like. They are not overly complex or 
confusing, they get straight to the point and 
have the photograph of the puzzle on it in many 
different locations. 
 The shape of the box that I went with is 
very untraditional, but the point of it was to give 
off the subtle shape of a tombstone since the 
animals are extinct it’s only fitting.  



Research
The Earth is in the midst of its sixth mass extinction 
and hardly anyone knows about it. Species are 
going extinct at such a fast rate because of 
climate change, deforestation, poaching, and 
habitat loss.  Almost 200 species go extinct 
every day which is over 1000 - 10,000 times the 
natural rate of extinction if this continues very 
soon our Earth could be a desolate landscape.
 Biodiversity is what makes our very existence 
possible, we need other animals to pollinate our 
food and plants to produce our oxygen. When 
one part of the ecosystem dies the whole system 
gets thrown off balance and every organism up 
and down the chain feels the effects.  



Early Work
The start of this project was mainly trying to 
figure out what the illustration style was going 
to consistent of. The first iderations were very 
detailed, or too flat and didn’t have a lot of 
character. I eventually settled on a look that was  
fairly cartoony with a textured appearance. 
 I feel like the look has lent it’s self nicely for 
my audience, it is appealing and innocent enoguh 
but has the oppurtunity to manipulated in many 
ways. It is easy to draw and works well to teach 
childeren through infographics. 



Solution
Casket Critters needed to be able to appeal 
to both children and parents so that they could 
both learn simultaneously and teach each other. 
Through illustration I have created an identity 
that attracts children to want to learn about the 
animals because they look like friendly cartoon 
characters. I have also made a friendly line of 
infographics as a learning tool as well as a line 
of puzzles that are a learning opportunity. 

Loss of Habitat  

Human Inter ference

Trade in tiger parts and products is a major threat to 
wild tiger survival. We conduct investigations to 
document the tiger trade, catalyze action against it 
and help train enforcement agencies. We continue 
to build strategies to reduce demand for tiger parts 
and products and shut down tiger “farms”.     

The Caspian
Tiger 

Tigers have lost an estimated 95% of their historical 
range. Their habitat has been destroyed, degraded, 
and fragmented by human activities. The clearing of 
forests for agriculture and timber, as well as the 
building of road networks and other development 
activities, pose serious threats to tiger habitats. 
Fewer tigers can survive in small, scattered islands of 
habitat, which leads to a higher risk of inbreeding 
and makes tigers more vulnerable to poaching as 
they venture beyond protected areas to establish 
their territories.  

People and tigers increasingly compete for space. 
As forests shrink and prey becomes scarce, tigers 
are forced to leave protected areas in search of food 
and to establish territories. This takes them into hu-
man-dominated areas that lie between habitat frag-
ments, where they can hunt domestic livestock that 
many local communities depend on for their liveli-
hood. In retaliation, tigers are sometimes killed or 
captured. Local community dependence on forests 
for fuel wood, food, and timber heightens the risk of 
tiger attacks on people.   

Help and Protect 
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The Japanese
 River Otter 
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Loss of Habitat 
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Help and Protect 

The Japenese River Otter has lost it’s home to defor-
estation, pollution, and hunting. They were pulled 
out of their homes for their furs and slaughtered to 
become coats, They have swum in polluted waters 
that have sickened them with no end in sight. The 
forests they called home were torn down to make 
way for humans. This ruined their chance for survival, 
there is no way for them to have taken over their 
home after it was destroyed the way it was. So they 
were lost to the memory of history.

Their vulnerability to human impacts together with 
an intensive hunting pressure in the past century led 
giant river otters to a worrisome conservation status. 
The species is classified as an endangered due to its 
small populations, restricted occurrence areas, and 
local extinctions recorded along its historical geo-
graphic range . In Brazil, the species is considered 
under extinction risk in an imminent future. 

Their vulnerability to human impacts together with 
an intensive hunting pressure in the past century led 
giant river otters to a worrisome conservation status. 
The species is classified as an endangered due to its 
small populations, restricted occurrence areas, and 
local extinctions recorded along its historical geo-
graphic range . In Brazil, the species is considered 
under extinction risk in an imminent future. 
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Our Story 

Who We Are 

We are a group of activists working together to save 
the world. Older generations have failed us by not 
sustaining the world for their prosperity. They have 
depleted the Earth’s resources and made habitats in-
hospitable for the world's most innocent creatures. 
We are holding them accountable and fixing what 
they have broke. They have unbalanced ecosystems 
for personal gain and profit and have left us with un-
stable environments.   

How We Work 

Our organization is completely non-profit. Every 
penny that we make goes to our charity. We raise 
money by taking donations, selling our children's 
products, and by hosting fundraisers. We do every-
thing in our power to help those without voices.  

Educating Children 

The best feeling in the world is when you can teach 
children valuable life lessons that they will remem-
ber for the rest of their lives. As a parent, it is import-
ant to teach your children values that you are proud 
of them having. Empathy for creatures they have 
never seen before in person or will probably never 
see is a very important quality. It will teach them to 
care for others and the environment. 

How To Help 

Educate your family about endangered species in 
your area. It’s not just about snow leopards in Russia, 
it’s about the ecosystem in your own backyard. Teach 
your friends and family about wildlife, birds, fish and 
plants that live near you. Just awareness of these 
species is a critical step. From the worms in the 
garden to the bats that pollinate and control the 
mosquitos, there are many ways that our daily habits 
at home affect these creatures. Reduce your person-
al footprint. Drive less, walk more.  Support better 
public transport, use biodegradable products and 
eat whole food from your farmers market. Volunteer 
your time to protect the wildlife in your area. Wildlife 
refuges,parks, and other places are often under-
funded and desperate for help.Volunteering at one 
of these places to protect the animals might mean 
just educating visitors, or picking up litter. 

Our Mission 

Our organization is currently trying to save animals 
that are close to becoming extinct. These animals are 
mostly being affected by the loss of habitat, poach-
ing, and climate change. If these threats are not 
stopped or significantly lessened in the next few 
years we could easily lose tens of thousands of spe-
cies. We have teamed up with some of the biggest 
conservation organizations in the world to help 
ideate and execute solutions to help protect and re-
populate these species. We refuse to give up on 
those that cannot be heard.   

The mission of our organization is to help parents 
and children learn about the extinction crisis that we 
are currently going through. The most unknown fact 
about our world is that we are in the middle of the 
sixth mass extinction that we are causing. The rate of 
extinction has sped up by over one thousand per-
cent of what it should be. This is causing us to lose 
the precious biodiversity that our planet has. With-
out the species, we lose every day we face the real 
threat of losing our way of life and the beautiful 
planet that we call home. The only way we can stop 
this is by working together to turn things around.    

We are interested in safeguarading a future 
where our children have the chance to enjoy 
nature and wildlife outside of an enclosure.

Conservation Efforts 

The best way to help these species is by being aware 
of what is happening and voicing your outrage.  Turn-
ing a blind eye to those suffering only empowers the 
abusers. Learning more about extinction will give 
you the tools to help defend those in need. We have 
released a line of toys that will help you even edu-
cate your children about extinction. We also have a 
line of infographics to help teach your children in a 
fun and colorful way that will pique their interest. Ev-
eryone must know about issues that are happening 
everywhere so they one day won’t come and be in 
your community.  

Our Story 




